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Fundraising teams raised more than $16,000 for designated Women Build house in Joppa
National Women Build Week is part of larger effort with Habitat for Humanity, Lowe’s and more than 18,000 women who build with families in more than 300 communities nationwide
BEL AIR, MD (May 18, 2018) – Habitat for Humanity Susquehanna participated in the 11th annual National Women Build Week on May 5-12, hosted by Habitat for Humanity and Lowe’s. This is an event where thousands of women volunteers and Habitat homeowners nationwide unite to build up their communities while gaining skills in home construction. 
“For the first time, Habitat Susquehanna decided to introduce a little friendly competition during our Women Build Week,” said Karen Blandford, Executive Director. “Local businesses and individuals were invited to create fundraising teams and raise at least $1500 in a month.”

The original goal was to raise $15,000 for the Joppa house on Sweet Briar Court, through 10 teams of 10. Teams that raised the minimum goal amount also sent volunteers to help with the house rehab during the week. 

“The fundraising effort was so successful that the teams raised a total of $16,208!” Blandford said. 

In addition to the sponsor, Lowe’s, the fundraising teams were: Address Our Mess, B&M Clean, Altus Group, Habitat Susquehanna staff, HERstory Makers, Team Harford County Government, Raising Resources, Team Erinna, Klein’s ShopRite, M&T Bank, and The Columbia Bank. The top fundraiser during the month-long “contest” was B&M Clean; Address Our Mess was the other top fundraiser. Both teams raised more than $3000 each.
Other local businesses got into the act by donating food, drinks, giveaways and services to the volunteers. At the end of the day, there were chair massages from Aveda Institute Maryland; and, swag bags filled with goodies from SoBella Hair Studio and gift cards from the Aberdeen ReStore. 
A total of 92 volunteers – 72 of them women – participated during Women Build Week, including the future homeowner, Donna, who was working her required “sweat equity” hours. 
There is more work to be done before the house is finished and keys handed to the homebuyer, who will be purchasing the home through an affordable mortgage. Interested volunteers can register through our website at www.habitatsusq.org or contact Brianne at byoung@habitatsusq.org for questions.
#  #  #
About Habitat for Humanity
Driven by the vision that everyone needs a decent place to live, Habitat for Humanity began in 1976 as a grassroots effort on a community farm in southern Georgia. The Christian housing organization has since grown to become a leading global nonprofit working in local communities across all 50 states in the U.S. and in more than 70 countries. Families and individuals in need of a hand up partner with Habitat for Humanity to build or improve a place they can call home. Habitat homeowners help build their own homes alongside volunteers and pay an affordable mortgage. Through financial support, volunteering or adding a voice to support affordable housing, everyone can help families achieve the strength, stability and self-reliance they need to build better lives for themselves. Through shelter, we empower. To learn more, visit habitat.org.

About Lowe’s in the Community 
Lowe’s, a FORTUNE® 50 home improvement company, has a 60-year legacy of supporting the communities it serves through programs that focus on K-12 public education and community improvement projects. In the past decade, Lowe’s and the Lowe’s Charitable and Educational Foundation together have contributed nearly $300 million to these efforts, and for more than two decades Lowe’s Heroes volunteers have donated their time to make our communities better places to live. For the latest news, visit Newsroom.Lowes.com or follow @LowesMedia on Twitter.
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