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Habitat for Humanity Susquehanna’s Repair Program helps Havre de Grace Veteran
Veteran receives new roof & weatherization; 

Will additionally receive air conditioning, water heater, modifications to bathroom in the upcoming months
BEL AIR, MD (September 4, 2018) – Roland Schauer is a bit of a renaissance man and jack-of-all-trades. He volunteered (during the Vietnam War) for the U.S. Army right out of high school, wrote a children’s book, dabbled in photography and painting, built sailboats, invented and patented a balm to heal burns, raced boats, served as first mate on a cruise ship, and spent five years hitchhiking across the country working various jobs. He lived in many southern states in addition to California, Michigan, and St. John (U.S. Virgin Islands) before settling down in Harford County more than 30 years ago. He and his wife live in a 1925 Havre de Grace house where they raised three (now adult) children in their one-story, two-bedroom home. 
One striking quality about Schauer is that when he wants to know something, he does an extreme amount of research to get his answers. It was through his investigative skills that he learned about Habitat for Humanity Susquehanna’s Repair Program, applied to it and was approved through its qualification review process. The Repair Program serves low-income homeowners in Harford and Cecil counties by the critical home repair grants it receives (which can help with roofs, floors, walls, HVAC, plumbing, electrical, accessible ramps, grab bars and other accessibility modifications); and, weatherization grants (which can include attic and crawl space insulation, air sealing, caulking and weather stripping, etc.). The Repair Program also receives grants specifically to help Veterans with critical home repair needs.
In addition to these grants, the Repair Program has a partnership with the Owens Corning Roof Deployment Project – an initiative to provide new roofs, free of charge, to Veterans in need and their families. Thanks to this arrangement, over the past weekend Owens Corning donated the roofing materials and labor to replace Schauer’s shingles, and its local contractor American Design and Build (part of Owens Corning’s network of independent Platinum Contractors) installed the roof. 

"We are grateful for this partnership with Owens Corning and American Design and Build," said Terry Hottle, the Repair Program’s Home Rehabilitation Supervisor. "Collaborations like this help us serve more Veterans and ensure that we are providing them with a decent place to live in a safe and stable home."

The Repair Program will also arrange for Schauer’s home to receive weatherization, install central air conditioning, install a new water heater, and make modifications to the bathroom to make it more accessible (i.e., removing the tub and replacing with a walk-in shower).
Schauer, who has been plagued with very serious medical issues, said that he was ecstatic and emotional upon receiving the news that Habitat Susquehanna would help him.

“It’s quite humbling,” said Schauer. “It reaffirms my faith in humanity that people are out there willing to help others without asking for anything in return. I will pay this forward somehow.”

#  #  #
About Habitat for Humanity Susquehanna, Inc.

Habitat for Humanity Susquehanna, Inc. is an ecumenical Christian housing organization devoted to building, renovating and repairing houses in partnership with the community in Cecil and Harford counties. Since its inception in 1993, Habitat Susquehanna has served over 700 families through its Homeownership, Repair and Financial Literacy programs.  For more information, call 410-638-4434 (Harford County) or 410-398-3399 (Cecil County), or visit www.habitatsusq.org.
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