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Habitat for Humanity Susquehanna and Bank of America – Greater Maryland

partner as part of largest Global Build since initiative launched in 2014

More than 80 Bank of America – Greater Maryland volunteers participated 

in panel build for a Habitat house being built in Havre de Grace

BEL AIR, MD (October 11, 2019)  – Staff and volunteers of Habitat for Humanity Susquehanna came together with Bank of America – Greater Maryland employees and volunteers for a panel build on Tuesday, October 8 in Hunt Valley, Maryland, during Global Build Week.

From October 5 – 12, as part of Bank of America’s sixth Global Build in partnership with Habitat for Humanity International, a record number of nearly 2,800 bank volunteers are working alongside homeowners to help build, rehabilitate or repair homes, helping to address affordable housing needs in 107 communities across nine countries, the largest Global Build to date.

Meeting the need for safe, affordable, sustainable places to live remains a significant challenge in Harford and Cecil counties (where Habitat Susquehanna has a presence).

"Affordable housing is fundamental for individuals and families to achieve economic mobility," said Sabina Kelly, Greater Maryland Market President, Bank of America.  "Partnering with Habitat and engaging our volunteers is one way we can help build a more sustainable community as part of our approach to responsible growth."
During the panel build, Bank volunteers built the exterior and interior walls of the first floor of a two-story duplex. (The second-floor walls of the same duplex will be built by volunteers from Bel Air’s Saint Margaret Parish on October 12.) The panels were then loaded on a flatbed truck and driven to their final destination at Stokes Street, Havre de Grace, where Habitat volunteers unloaded and stored them. AYD Transport out of Baltimore donated its driver and truck for the transport that day. The duplex is one of three being built on a vacant lot at the intersection of Stokes and Revolution streets. They – along with a single-family house that was built earlier this year by volunteers – are part of Habitat Susquehanna’s first subdivision dubbed the “Revolutionary Homeownership” project.
· more –

In addition to the panel build, Sabina Kelly presented Habitat Susquehanna’s Executive Director Karen Blandford with a check for $27,000. That money is earmarked to support the next “Habi-Tech” house to be built by Harford Technical High School students. (Last year, Bank of America – Greater Maryland gave Habitat Susquehanna $25,000 to go towards supporting the “Revolutionary Homeownership” project, collectively bringing Bank contributions to $425,000 since 2009.)
“Bank of America – Greater Maryland has played a major part in providing affordable homeownership opportunities for many individuals and families applying through our Habitat program,” said Blandford. “We thank them for their longtime support, both financially and through volunteerism. It is a wonderful partnership that gives people the opportunity to pay for and own a decent and affordable place to call home.”
Habitat International and Bank of America have partnered for more than 30 years, helping homeowners build or improve the places they call home. Each year, Bank of America volunteers give more than 40,000 hours to Habitat in their communities through board service, home build initiatives, and financial literacy training for future Habitat homeowners.

#  #  #
About Habitat for Humanity Susquehanna, Inc.

Habitat for Humanity Susquehanna, Inc. is an ecumenical Christian housing organization devoted to building, renovating and repairing houses in partnership with the community in Harford and Cecil counties. Since Habitat Susquehanna’s inception in 1993, we have built or rehabbed 110 homes, supported 90+ builds abroad, made more than 500 repairs for 400+ families, and served 500+ people through financial counseling. We have lifted up more than 1,000 families and impacted well over 2,500 people! We are the experts in meeting the housing needs of low-income families in our area. For more information, call 410-638-4434 (Harford County) or 410-398-3399 (Cecil County) or visit www.habitatsusq.org.
About Bank of America Environmental, Social and Governance

We’re guided by a common purpose to help make financial lives better, through the power of every connection. We’re delivering on this through responsible growth with a focus on our environmental, social and governance (ESG) leadership. ESG is embedded across our eight lines of business and reflects how we help fuel the global economy, build trust and credibility, and represent a company that people want to work for, invest in and do business with. It’s demonstrated in the inclusive and supportive workplace we create for our employees, the responsible products and services we offer our clients, and the impact we make around the world in helping local economies thrive. An important part of this work is forming strong partnerships with nonprofits and advocacy groups, such as community, consumer and environmental organizations, to bring together our collective networks and expertise to achieve greater impact. Learn more at about.bankofamerica.com, and connect with us on Twitter at @BofA_News
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