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Keys Handed Over to Homeowners in Aberdeen and Joppa
Home dedications for the “Habi-Tech” and “Women Build” houses
BEL AIR, MD (July 20, 2018) – On July 10 and 13, Habitat for Humanity Susquehanna, along with community leaders, volunteers, sponsors, donors, homeowners’ families and friends, celebrated the completion of two Habitat homes at dedication ceremonies held in Aberdeen and Joppa, respectively. 
The first of the dedications was for the “Habi-Tech” house, so named as it was built for Habitat Susquehanna by the students of Harford Technical High School in a two-year long process. In May, the modular home was transported to its final, permanent location in Aberdeen where volunteers completed its construction. The homebuyer is Jessica Northcutt, mother of two young boys.

“My ultimate goal and dream has always been to own a house,” she said. “My kids deserve the best and I want them to be proud of their mommy’s accomplishments. I also want them to have a stable, amazing, safe and secure home.”

Habitat Susquehanna Executive Director Karen Blandford recognized the sponsorships that helped fund the home: Bank of America, Battelle, Bel Air United Methodist Church, Harford Technical High School, Habitat for Humanity International, Harford County Government, and the Maryland Affordable Housing Trust.
Three days later, the home of Donna Kropp was dedicated in Joppa. The rehab of this townhouse was selected as the location of May’s National Women Build Week activities sponsored by Lowe’s. (This annual event encourages women volunteers to unite with Habitat homebuyers and build up their communities while gaining skills in home construction.) A total of 92 volunteers – 72 of them women – participated during that week, including the homebuyer.
Blandford recognized the sponsorships of the “Women Build” home: Lowe’s, APGFCU, Maryland Affordable Housing Trust and Smiths Detection. She also gave a special recognition to the fundraising teams who competed during Women Build Week, raising more than $16,000 (of a $15,000 goal). They were: Address Our Mess, B&M Clean, Altus Group, Habitat Susquehanna staff, HERstory Makers, Harford County Government, Shop Rite and M&T Bank.

Like all Habitat homeowners, the applicant families went through the rigorous financial review process to ensure they were eligible candidates. The eligibility criteria include demonstrating a housing need; showing an ability to make monthly mortgage payments; and, having the willingness to partner with Habitat Susquehanna. The homeowners each contributed the required 250 “sweat equity” hours working on the construction of their homes. They participated in educational programs designed to strengthen the entire family to help ensure their success as new homeowners, such as taking mandatory financial literacy classes. They purchased their homes through an affordable mortgage and will continue to make monthly payments which in turn will go towards building more Habitat Susquehanna homes. 
For more information about Habitat Susquehanna and its upcoming builds, visit www.habitatsusq.org. Interested volunteers can sign up directly on the website or contact Brianne Young, Volunteer & Community Engagement Coordinator, at byoung@habitatsusq.org. 
#  #  #

About Habitat for Humanity Susquehanna, Inc.
Habitat for Humanity Susquehanna, Inc. is an ecumenical Christian housing organization devoted to building, renovating and repairing houses in partnership with the community in Cecil and Harford counties. Since its inception in 1993, Habitat Susquehanna has served over 700 families through its Homeownership, Repair and Financial Literacy programs.  For more information, call 410-638-4434 (Harford County) or 410-398-3399 (Cecil County), or visit www.habitatsusq.org.

About Habitat for Humanity International

Driven by the vision that everyone needs a decent place to live, Habitat for Humanity began in 1976 as a grassroots effort on a community farm in southern Georgia. The Christian housing organization has since grown to become a leading global nonprofit working in nearly 1,400 communities throughout the U.S. and in more than 70 countries. Families and individuals in need of a hand up partner with Habitat for Humanity to build or improve a place they can call home. Habitat homeowners help build their own homes alongside volunteers and pay an affordable mortgage. Through financial support, volunteering or adding a voice to support affordable housing, everyone can help families achieve the strength, stability and self-reliance they need to build better lives for themselves. Through shelter, we empower. To learn more, visit habitat.org. 
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